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PRESS RELEASE
November 19, 2015
RE: Jamar Clark Incident
The events leading to the tragic death of Jamar Clark should not be misrepresented or
distorted in the name of social protest, or political gain.
Contrary to certain public statements recently aired, Jamar Clark was not a peaceful,
law-abiding citizen. He pleaded guilty to First Degree Aggravated Robbery in 2010 and
was sent to prison for 41 months. In April of this year, he pleaded guilty to another
felony, Terroristic Threats. As part of this sentence, a Domestic Abuse No Contact
Order (DANCO) was handed down, requiring him to stay away from a certain victim
until 2020.
On November 15, 2015, Mr. Clark was involved in another domestic incident, sending
the victim to the hospital with a broken ankle, among other injuries. He was
intimidating paramedics attending to his victim when police were called.
When police arrived, Mr. Clark refused to show his hands or otherwise comply with
police orders. While he was being legally detained, he chose to resist, fight officers, and
to seize control of an officer’s firearm. Mr. Clark was given multiple opportunities to
desist; instead, he chose to engage officers in a life-or-death struggle for an officer’s
weapon.
At no time was Mr. Clark handcuffed, contrary to press reports and social chatter.
Contrary to official statements, Mr. Clark was indeed armed, as he had manual control
of an officer’s firearm.
This event should have been a peaceful encounter. It was the actions and choices of Mr.
Clark alone which determined its outcome.
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